U.S. case study of artificial reefs at the State of Hawaii.
Matthew Parry, NMFS/PIFSC

The purpose of the Hawaii’s artificial reef program is to increase the fishing opportunities for its fishermen.  The State’s first artificial reef was created in 1961 at Maunalua Bay artificial reef, off Kahala, Oahu. In 1963, two more artificial reefs were created off Keawakapu, Maui and Waianae, Oahu. A fourth artificial reef was created in 1972 off Kualoa, Oahu. The Ewa Deepwater artificial reef was built in 1986. Unlike the other four artificial reefs, which were built in 60-120 feet in depth, the Ewa deepwater artificial reef was built in 50-70 fathoms (300-420 feet) of water for bottomfish habitat and is 31 acres in size. Two most popular types of artificial reef modules were used since 1970s, including “Z-modules” and “Belt Transect”. However, there were issues such as limited bottom time due to depth and haphazard nature in which modules are deployed. Since 2007, a new method, SPC method has been discussed and is still being fine tuned. 
